MY RESEARCH

My name is Stephanie Freeman. Speaking about my research work I must mention the following: How are new forms of Internet-mediated peer-production (such as is Free/Libre/Open Source Software (FLOSS) and Wikipedia) changing the relation between developer and user, author and publisher, expert and lay person? What motivates people to contribute? To whom is participation open? Finding answers to the question of the possibilities and problems of participating and acting in one's computer-mediated world, is at the heart of my dissertation research.
The problem of motivation (and participation) is also theoretically interesting and challenging. Individual-psychological theories of motivation are problematic because motivation is seen as happening “inside the head of an individual” isolated from social and cultural reality. However, Cultural-Historical Activity Theory (CHAT) and Cultural Psychology offer promising tools for studying both volunteers' individual motivation and the collective motive of their work. By examining the relationship between the individual and the collective, I wish to contribute to the development of CHAT.
My PhD thesis will comprise of four articles. Articles 1 and 2 are based on data collected from the hybrid firm-Free/Libre Open source community project OpenOffice.org, which develops a complete set of Free/Open Source Software Office end-user applications.
1) ‘The Social and Material Dynamics of Motivation: Contributions in Open source Language Technology Development(forthcoming examines OpenOffice.org contributors’ motivation as dynamically and historically developing;
2) ‘The emerging role of the user in end-user FLOSS’ (in progress);
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) ‘The struggle of choosing between Open Source and proprietary software in the Finnish public sector’ is based on data collected from four public sector organizations: The Finnish Meteorological Institute; The Justice Department, The Ministry of Finance and Turku town (in progress);
4) This article will deal with the practices of article-approval in the Finnish Wikipedia (about to begin data collection).
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